Attorney Docket No.: 99-006 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFi 

re Application of: Jay S. Walker et al. 




. t 



For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PROVIDING CROSS-BENEFITS 
VIA A CENTRAL AUTHORITY 

Serial No.: 09/274,281 
Filing Date: March 22, 1999 



Examiner: Emsi^BghX^^^^^^^ 



Group Art Unit: 2761 
Docket No.: WD2-99-006 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Sir: 

Applicants hereby submit the following documents for the above-identified patent 
application: 

1 . Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (in duplicate); 

2. FormPTO-1449; 

3. Copy of references (8) cited therein; and 

4. Postcard. 

.1 The Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the associated filing 
fee in the amount of OOO to Deposit Account No. 50-0271. Order No. 99-006. A 
duplicate copy of this sheet is attached: The Assistant Commissioner is hereby i 
authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required for the submission of this 
paper, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-0271. Order No. 
99-006. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 

January 13. 2000 (giw/l /^c^c^Ay^ 

Date Patrick J. Buckley ' 

Attorney for Applicants 
PTO Reg. No. 40,928 
Walker Digital Corporation 
One High Ridge Park 
Stamford, CT 06905 
(203) 905-6540 (phone) 
(203) 595-8266 (fax) 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being sent via first class mail in an envelope with sufficient 
postage addressed to Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on January 13, 2000. 

Veron ika S. Leliever 

- ,^&jL^<jt!> 3' 01/1 3/00 

Typed Name ofPerson Making Deposit Signature Date 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Applicants submit herewith, patents, publications or other information of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in 
respect of which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a thorough search has been made, an admission that the infomiation 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. Nor shall the filing of this information disclosure statement be 
construed as an admission against interest in any manner. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 
and 1.98. The items listed below and on the accompanying Fomi PTO-1449 may be 
deemed to be pertinent to the above-identified application and are made of record to assist 
the Patent and Trademark Office in its examination of this application. The Examiner is 
respectfully requested to fully consider these items and to independently ascertain their 
teaching. 




99-006 

1. U.S. Patent No. 5.434,394 entitled "AUTOMATED ORDER AND DELIVERY 
SYSTEM", issued to Roach et al. on July 18, 1995. 

2. U.S. Patent No. 5.570,417 entitled "SYSTEM FOR AUTOMATICALLY 
PROVIDING CUSTOMER ACCESS TO ALTERNATIVE TELEPHONY SERVICE 
PROVIDERS" issued to Charles C. Byers. on October 29, 1996. 

3. U.S. Patent No. 5,893.075 entitled "INTERACTIVE SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
SURVEYING AND TARGETING CUSTOMERS", issued to Plainfield et al. on April 
6, 1999. 

4. U.S. Patent No. 5,918.211 entitled "METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PROMOTING PRODUCTS AND INFLUENCING CONSUMER PURCHASING 
DECISIONS AT THE POINT-OF-PURCHASE" issued to Martin A. Sloane on June 
29, 1999. 

5. Lisa Fickenscher, "Merchant: American Express Seeks to Mine Its Data on 
Cardholder Spending Patterns", The American Banker, Section: 
Credit/Debit/ATMS; Pg. 20; March 24, 1 997. 

6. Lisa Fickenscher, "Amex to Start Free Rewards Program with Discounts on 
Merchandise", The American Banker, Section: Credit/Debit/ATMS; Pg. 10; October 
18.1996. : 

7. Kate Fitzgerald, "Amex Program Moves Loyalty To Next Level: Custom extras 
finds a medium customers can't ignore: Billing Statements". Crain Communications 
Inc.. Advertising Age. Section: News; Pg. 2; November 4. 1996. 

8. PCT International Search Report for Application No. PCT/US99/13819. mailing 
date 21 October 1999. 
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1. [ ] Any copy of the items listed above and on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 

that is not enclosed with this Information Disclosure Statement was previously 
cited by or submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office in the prior [ ] 
Continuation, [ ] Divisional or [ ] Continuation in part application filed under 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.53 or 1.60, U.S. Serial No. , filed . 

2. [ ] For each of the following items listed above and on the enclosed copy of Form 

PTO-1449 that is not in the English language, a European Search Report from a 
counterpart European application is enclosed. Such items are marked as 
reference letter(s): . 

3. [ ] For each of the following items listed above and on the enclosed copy of Form 

PTO-1449 that is not in the English language, a concise explanation of the 
relevance of that item is incorporated in the specification of the above-identified 
application. Such items are marked as reference letter(s): . 

4. [ ] In addition to the citations listed above, applicants respectfully direct the 

Examiner's attention to the following U.S. patent applications, which are 
commonly assigned to the assignee of the instant application, and which may be 
deemed pertinent to the instant application: 

Serial No. Inventors Filing Date Group Art Unit Examiner's Init. 



The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully consider and independently 
ascertain the teachings and relevance of those applications with respect to the 
instant application. 

5. [X] No fee is believed to be due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information 
Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in compliance with: 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b)(1), within three months of the filing date of the above- 
identified application. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b)(2), within three months of the date of entry into the 
national stage as set forth in §1 .491 . 

[X ] 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b)(3), before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. 
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6. [ ] No fee is believed to be due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information 

Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c). 
after the period specified in paragraph 5 above but before the mailing date of a 
final action or a Notice of Allowance (where there has been no prior final action), 
and is accompanied by one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) 
set forth in paragraph 10 below. 

7. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement 

since it is being filed in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(c) after the period 
specified in paragraph 5 above but before the mailing date of a final action or a 
Notice of Allowance (where there has been no prior final acfion). The fee due 
under 37 C.F.R. §1 .1 7(p) is to be paid as set forth in paragraph 1 1 below. 

8. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1) for this Information Disclosure Statement 

since it is being filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(d), after the mailing date 
of a final action or a Notice of Allowance, but before the payment of the Issue fee, 
and is accompanied by: 

a. one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) set forth in 
paragraph 10 below; and 

b. this document is to be considered as a petition requesting consideration of 
the infonmafion disclosure statement. 

■■■ c. the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1) which is paid as set forth in 
paragraph 1 1 below. 

9. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1 .17(i)(1) for this Information Disclosure Statement 

. since it is being filed in compliance with: 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. §1.31 3(b)(3), after the issue fee has been paid and information 
cited in this Information Disclosure Statement may render at least one claim 
unpatentable and is accompanied by the attached Petition to Withdraw 
Application from Issue; 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. §1.31 3(b)(5), after the issue fee has been paid and information 
cited in this Infomiafion Disclosure Statement is to be considered in a 
Continuation application upon abandonment of the instant application and 
is accompanied by the attached Petition to Withdraw Application from 
Issue. 

[ ] The fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1) is paid as set forth in paragraph 1 1 
below. 
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10. [X] I hereby certify: 

[X] that each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of this Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of such 
communication is enclosed. 

[ ] that no item of information contained in this Infomriation Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application and, to the knowledge of the undersigned 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 
§1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

1 1 . [ ] Please accept payment of the fees due as indicated below: 

[ ] A check in the amount of $240.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.17(p). 

[ ] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge $240.00 to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0271 in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached for such purpose 

[ ] A check In the amount of $130.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1). 

[ ] The Commissioner Is authorized to charge $130.00 to Deposit Account No. 
50-0271 in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1). A duplicate 
copy of this sheet is attached. 

12. [X ] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 

be required for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 50-0271. A copy of this authorization Is attached. 



Respectfully submitted. 



January ^ . 2000 K '^J^^^ ^ 

Date Patrick J. Buckley 

Attorney for Applicants 
PTO Reg. No. 40,928 
Walker Digital Corporation 
One Higli Ridge Park 
Stamford, CT 06905 
(203) 905-6540 (plione) 
(203) 595-8266 (fax) 
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10. [X] 



11. [ ] 



12. [X] 



I hereby certify: 

[X] that each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent offlce in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of this Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of such 
communication is enclosed. 

[ ] that no item of infomiation contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application and, to the knowledge of the undersigned 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 
§1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Please accept payment of the fees due as indicated below: 

[ ] A check in the amount of $240.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.17(p). 

[ ] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge $240.00 to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0271 in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached for such purpose 

[ ] A check in the amount of $130.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1). 

[ ] The Commissioner Is authorized to charge $130.00 to Deposit Account No. 
50-0271 in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(1). A duplicate - 
copy of this sheet is attached. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 50-0271 . A copy of this authorization is attached. 



Respectfully submitted, 



January 1^.2000 
Date 




Patrick J. Buckley 



Attorney for Applicants 
PTO Reg. No. 40,928 



Walker Digital Corporation 



One High Ridge Pari< 
Stamford. CT 06905 



(203) 905-6540 (phone) 
(203) 595-8266 (fax) 
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